
Virus escalating in Balsall and Berkswell Parishes 

 

Dear Resident, 

Every week my fellow “co-ordinators” have a meeting with the Director of Public Health for Solihull Borough. 

A very credible person called Ruth Tennant.  She asks everyone to do one thing. 

 

“Instead of thinking what we can do under the rules, think about what we should 

do and reduce the spread of the virus”. 
 

Three big fears were expressed at the meeting 

 

1. Unless the Borough rate stops climbing, further restrictions will be forced upon us which will have a 

damaging effect on local businesses such as the pubs and restaurants in Balsall Common 

2. The NHS are worried that the intensive care units will be swamped. Our nurses had a hard time in April 

and May with around 40% of patients in intensive care dying. Imagine how that felt every day at work? 

3. This slog will continue until we have a vaccine - hopefully within a few months.  

The numbers 

4. The Solihull rate has climbed to 163 in the latest week. 

5. Locally, there have been 33 cases in our council ward (Meriden) over the last 2 weeks. This is up 

significantly increasing the average weekly rate from about 65 to 120. (my calculation) 

 

Things to reduce the spread 
1. Minimise our contact with people from outside our home/bubble. Do everything we can 

1.1. Work from home if you can 

1.2. Don’t socialise with others indoors and outside keep the rule of six. 

1.3. Wear masks in public indoor spaces and also keep 2 metres distance both inside and outside 

1.4. Wash your hands immediately on returning home and frequently at work 

2. Get a test and self-isolate for 10 days if you get symptoms. 14 days isolation for your household. 

3. Help the vulnerable and those that have to self-isolate. Volunteers will help. Call 07515 570 887 

4. The guidelines recognise all kinds of special cases for the vulnerable and children. If you need to know the 

rules and exceptions then click on https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high but please 

do what you should and not what you can. 
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Distance 
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Andrew Burrow 

Local Coronavirus Community Champion (07860 302 232) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high

